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The Voice of Russian Harvest Ministries

A Global Church Planting & Missions Organization
Potential Church Plant in Perekop!

Sergei distributes children's and new
believers materials to those making
decisions for Christ.
FEBRUARY 2009

Letter From the Founders
Dear Co-Laborer:
With a great deal of emphasis in the church
about renewing our minds—which I am all for—
how about something even better: Renewing our
missions-mindedness. Even in the midst of a last
days apostolic reformation too many Christians
seem too focused on being blessed without getting truly involved in Kingdom work or Kingdom giving. Instead of just having church we
must become a church full of life. It’s not about
Sunday service. God is looking for leadership to
equip every believer to become fully equipped so
that they may become fully engaged.
Jesus said, “Go out into the highways and
hedges and compel them to come in that my
house may be filled” (Luke 14:23). The word
“compel” is the Greek word anagkazo. That’s
where we get our English word nag, which
means to be persistently annoying. I know what
you may be thinking “I already know plenty of
believers that are annoying—obnoxiously so.”
But this is not what I am talking about. I am
speaking about being persistent, persuasive, forward-pressing to the point of annoying people.
In other words—Kingdom-minded!
The work of ministry is more than teaching a
Sunday school class or vacuuming the carpet between services. It also involves equipping people
in various ways so that they are actively involved in ministry “outside” the local church. I
am talking about evangelism that includes doing what Jesus did—laying hands of the sick and
casting out demons.
Unfortunately too many in church leadership
have no clue how to do this. But that does not
mean it shouldn’t or cannot be done. Someone
must take the initiative and pay the price to get
their churches and their people into the works of
the ministry. It takes a step of faith. If we do not

change our church structures to be more outward
focused we will lose the battle for reaching the
lost. This cannot be an option. It doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to discern that if we do not reach
the lost there can be no real church growth.
Someone has to “Go” and someone has to “Do.”
Creating the towns best programs will not cut it.
Praying for transfer growth is not the answer nor
it is Kingdom. Neither is hiring Madison Avenue
shysters to create the slickest show in town.
Pastors and church leaders must recognize their
responsibility and step to the plate and begin to
disciple believers, equipping them for active
ministry both inside and outside the local church.
Pastors must take a hard look at their churches
and ask themselves some serious questions. “Do
we even have a structure to properly train believers for New Testament biblical ministry the
way Jesus and the early church did?”
Instead of trying to just draw people to the building how about going out and getting them. How
about going fishing—for people that is. Take the
Kingdom of God to people—in power.
The truth is that Christians want to be equipped
for real life-changing New Testament ministry.
They just don’t know how. Even if leadership
does not know how that is not an excuse. Pray.
Seek God. Find out and then do it. It is the responsibility of every leader to put people to
work—Kingdom work!. Think about it. Pray
about it. Then get busy and actually do it!
For now you can actually read about it because
our newsletter—as usual—is full of real-life accounts of the Kingdom of God in action. Enjoy
and be greatly blessed.

Radical for Jesus!
Peter & Jill

Stateside: P. O. Box 9621 Fargo, ND 58106 Tel: (218) 331-2379 russianharvest@aol.com
Ukraine: P. O. Box 1733 Chernigov, Ukraine 14037 Tel: 011-380-462-942-487 Natalia_lazuka@yahoo.com
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Crimean ‘100’ Crusade Initiative Launched!
The following pages contain the results of just two weeks of efforts in Crimea as we officially
launched our 2009 soul winning initiative in Crimea. Things are looking bright and we anticipate a
great year of soul-winning and church planting. We are faith-filled and ready to attack the gates of
Hell and free thousands from the enemy’s hold.

15 People in Perekop Pray for Transformation!
Unable to find a meeting room in the village center we had to settle for a building on the outskirts of the village. Even so over twenty villagers came to each meeting. This was the first time
most of them had ever been presented with the Gospel message. Most were surprised that we
wanted to pray for every person individually for healing.
As is common in these villages most people are living in torment. Alcoholism at home, wife
beating, rape and fear are common place. They feel trapped, along and without hope. But we
brought them something they were not used to—life!

Family comes to receive the
Lord Jesus together.

Even after one crusade in Perekop we
have the potential of a church. Pray
for this village and for many more
souls to come into the Kingdom—even
before we return.

www.russianharvestministries.org

Left: Sergei passes
out children's materials to many spiritually
hungry
hearts. One youth
said
“Wow—cool.”
Well, we want it to
be more than ‘cool’
we want everything
we do to be lifechanging.

Galya ministers to a young girl that opened her
heart. Pray for her to discover her true purpose
and destiny in life and for protection during the
first several months of her walk with Jesus.
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17 Come to the Lord in Chekrak!

With new believers materials in hand
these new believers line up for a photo.

Moved so much by the presence of the Holy
Spirit one sixteen year old girl could not stop
crying. She even left the service for a few minutes to try to get her composer. Conviction was
heavy in the building — the Holy Spirit was at
work drawing men and women to Jesus. When
the call to salvation was given on the first night
she was the first to stand to her feet. She even
had trouble speaking when a team member
tried to minister to her.
One man that was there after making a decision to follow Christ asked to have the microphone. He shared “I needed to receive Jesus
and I encourage anyone who did not respond
to please do so. This is truth...don’t pass up
your opportunity.” He was obviously touched
deeply by God that night.
Sergei shared “Most of the new believers
signed up to study in our correspondence Bible
school. This is really exciting because they will
now have immediate access to teaching that
will help them lay a foundation in their faith.”

New believers line up to fill out forms so
they can begin receiving our monthly
newspaper and also to sign up for our
correspondence school.

Valera ministers to youth that came to the
Lord at this crusade. As parents looked on
in excitement they watched their kids
make confessions of faith and they praised
God for it.

www.russianharvestministries.org

Every one of the team members reported that
the freedom to minister was amazing. Galya
shared “God went before us to prepare the way
and angels had to be there ministering too. It
was easy to minister in this crusade.”

Oxsana distributes materials to youth
that came forward to receive the Lord.
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20 Make Decisions for Jesus in Gavrilovka!
Twenty people made decisions for Christ in this
village and based on reports a possible base group
of people for a church plant. Kolya shared “the
people seemed already prepared for something
long-term to be established in their village.”

People stand to their feet as they
make a confession of faith and repent
before the Lord.

Galya shared the following at a debriefing meeting
“I was so impressed with the results from all the
crusades. Gavrilovka was one village that seems
ready for us to begin a church plant immediately.
Their hearts are ripe and their attitudes s are fit
for it.”
Everyone asked for personal prayer and most
signed up for our correspondence study course.
These people whether they know it or not have
been waiting for us to come. They have been prepared for such a time as this. Thank the Lord that
He led us to them so we could preach the Gospel
of the Kingdom. The results speak for themselves.
We plan to return within in the first quarter of 2009
for a follow-up crusade.
Pastor Smolyar, one of our partnering pastors, said
“You are such an encouragement to us. Crimean
pastors as a whole are excited and look forward to
reap great fruit from all that your ministry will be
doing in 2009. Thanks you for obeying God.”

Galya ministers to one little girl
that came to the Lord during the
crusade. Seeing that she had a
special call on her life Galya
took extra time to minister to
her.

Pastors and new believers alike are thanking us but
Jill and I plus all our teams and staff thank our
ministry Co-Laborers for all that you do. For your
financial gifts and your prayers and love for Jesus.
Because of you the village Gavrilovka is hearing
the saving message of Jesus Christ.
Left: People hungry for more of God fill out application forms for our correspondence Bible
school. As one woman said “Of course I want to
learn more. I want this to be a lifetime decision.” Well, she was direct and to the point
and — right on target.

www.russianharvestministries.org

Resurrection Power * FEBRUARY 2009 * PAGE 5

18 Receive Christ in Philatovka!
Left: People braved the cold on day two of the
crusade by sitting thru an outdoor service due to
hall problems. The heating system was still not
working (See below photo) and it was actually
warmer outside — so we moved the meeting to the
street. As with most of the Crimean crusades so
far, the results of people signing up for our
monthly newspaper and also our correspondence
Bible school is high, and Philatovka was no exception.

Team members pass out new believer
materials after the meeting to several
people eager to begin their new life in
the faith.

The people were eager to receive anything and
everything they could to help them develop in their
new faith. As one woman put it “Many of us were
so surprised at all the materials we were given and
then the wonderful opportunity to study the Bible
thru the mail. It is such a blessing.”

Left: In the midst of a cold hall
and fully dressed in winter coats
and hats people stand to their
feet as they repent of their sins
and make confessions of faith to
follow Jesus Christ.

www.russianharvestministries.org
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12 Receive Christ in Suvorovo!

People stand to their feet as they repent and make
public confessions of faith. Oxsana Ishenko said
“These people were serious and we believe that there
is a group of people here that will become a foundation for a church plant.”

People came early and were waiting for
us when the team arrived. They are not
used to having Christian ministries visit
their village. Natasha Lazuka put it this
way “Too many churches in Crimea
have put evangelism in the corner. It has
not been a priority. It is like the churches
are asleep in this area. That’s why our
coming to this state is so important and
the method by which we are doing it. We
are not just coming to do all the work.
We are holding leadership conferences
every month and training people in evangelism.”

We are requiring partnering pastors and
their leaders to be involved in planning,
advertising and follow-up. When the
year is over we believe there will be
many churches fired up and active in
evangelism, soul-winning and church planting.

www.russianharvestministries.org
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25 Repent in Chervony Chaban
One thing that stood out most for our team was
the openness of the people to stay and talk, ask
questions and ask for prayer. The victory of 25
people responding to Christ did not come without a fight. On the second night there were people in the crowd that voiced their opinions concerning sin. One woman shouting “I am not a
sinner” and “I have had abortions and they are
not sin...it is not murder...that is my opinion.”

People stand in response to the preachers
request for anyone wanting to repent and
commit their lives to Jesus to stand to
their feet.

Others shouted out their thoughts too and it was
a challenge to regain control, but still, in the end
God was given glory and people in Chervony
Chaban camee to Jesus and we believe many
more are about to!

Many signed up to receive our monthly newsletter and others for our correspondence school.
Sergei reported “it was an
open heaven on the first
day but on the second it
was like demons came to
church. Even so it was not
overpowering, there was no
fear or concern. God’s
anointing was always there
and we held the victory.”
“Thank you for coming to
our village” said one
woman with accompanying
nods of agreement from
other. We are seeing great
fruit and our faith for more
fruit is high.

Again, people respond in faith to the preachers call to salvation by standing to their feet as an act of faith. They then
all asked for forgiveness and the strength to walk righteous
in their new walk with God.

Left: People eagerly fill out application
forms for our monthly newspaper and also
the correspondence school. “Their desire
to learn about God’s Word is refreshing”
said Sergei. He added “We do not always
experience this kind of excitement and
the teams love it.”

www.russianharvestministries.org
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Short

Reports

Children Dedicated to the Lord!
Missionary Child Dedicated!
As his parents look on Peter prays over
their precious little boy that Jill holds in her
arms. Like no other time in recent history
these parents need God’s wisdom and protection as they raise this child.

12 Year Old Girl Dedicated!
As her grandmother looks on we dedicated
this girl to the Lord. Both her and her
grandmother recently were reached for
Jesus by our missionaries. Grandma said “I
just want to do all I can for my grandchild.
We are both new Christians. I got a late
start but am doing all I can to catch up.”

Baby Ira Dedicated!
The second child we received at our Family
Orphanage, Ira, was dedicated recently
during our missionary conference. She is 2
1/2 years old and still trying to figure out
her new surroundings and all the new
faces. Yet, she is adjusting and is now in a
place of love and protection.

Family Orphanage Update: Since launching the orphanage word has gotten out throughout the village. The following was reported by Dima: “One day there was a knock at the
door. It was a little girl about four years old. ‘Can I come in’ she said ‘My mom and dad
told me to leave and I am hungry and cold.’ It was heartbreaking.” We trust that in the
future we can become a refuge for many hurting children, an oasis in the midst of pain.

www.russianharvestministries.org
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Healing Testimony of Victor Onishenko!
Even though I had a good home and a great family I chose to take a different road. A road that led to destruction. For sure, when I started out I
thought I knew it all and it would never lead into what it did. In the
process of time I became angry. Angry at myself. Angry at the world.
Slowly I turned into an animal. I robbed people at knife-point, broke
into apartments and of course drank a lot of vodka. I ended up in prison
three separate times. What a mess I was making of my life.
Then the pain started and became so bad I went to a doctor. My prognosis was not what I wanted to hear—cirrhosis of the liver. I refused to
believe it so I went to another doctor and then another but they all told
me the same thing. I was admitted into the hospital and spent three
weeks there taking a medication that was supposed help me but not
heal me. After twenty days the doctor stood before to say “Victor, I am
Victor Onishenko
sorry but nothing we do seems to help and you are actually not improving. You should return home and get everything in order.” In other
word I was set home to die. I was in a state of shock. It was like I was a zombie just wandering around
the streets. I just could not believe I could be dying so young.
Then my miracles began to happen. I met a guy on the street that began to tell me about a miracle
worker named Jesus who died but was raised from the dead. I repented right there on the street and
went to church with him the next Sunday. It was Salvation church started by Russian Harvest Ministries and Peter and Jill Mehl. Then they mentioned that I needed to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and
be water baptized. I did! Then I was told that Jesus wanted to baptize me in the Holy Spirit. I said
“Okay” and was prayed for and He did! I was walking on clouds. My new friend began praying for me
every day—for the healing miracle that I needed. I also began to read the Bible every day and pray too.
I did not even realize it at first but one day I said to myself “Wow, I do not feel any pain. Could this be
real? Did God heal me from cirrhosis?”
I went to a local doctor who was older and very experienced in these matters and he did an ultra sound.
He then asked me “What did you say was wrong with you?” When I told him he looked at me like I
was from a different planet. He then sat down and read the three reports in my file from the other doctors. After several minutes he stood to his feet and just looked at me. Then he said ‘Okay, we need to
do this again.” He had me lay on my back, stomach and both sides but he could not find any indication
of cirrhosis. He then did other tests and blood tests but in the end it was the same. “Victor, I cannot find
any sign of cirrhosis in you. You are fine.” “But” he said “lets send you to one more doctor.” So I went
to another doctor and after all the tests he came to me and said “CONGRATULATIONS—you are
healthy!
Wow! Was I ever excited. Right then and there I said to myself “I am going to dedicate my life to telling others about Jesus and what great things He has done.
Note: Victor is part of the evangelism team that ministers at the Chernigov Tuberculosis
Hospital every week. You will also find him with the same team walking the streets of
Chernigov passing out our monthly newspaper, sharing there faith, and praying for people.
www.russianharvestministries.org
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Satanist Reached for Christ!
When I was 13 years old I entered the life of black magic and Satanism. I was after power and for six
years I had that and more. I gave my soul to the devil and I has girls, money and power over people. I
entered a world that would slowly swallow me up. A world of terror. A living death, nightly torment, a
life of no return. But when I was twenty I became dissatisfied enough to try to escape. I even tried to
renounce satan. I began a search to find truth that led me into philosophy and various religions but
every time I came up empty. Everything in my life turned bad. I lost my job. My mom was in a car accident. Suicide became an option.
Then one day I was approached by a believer from Salvation church in Ladan. He began to share his
faith with me and to say that there was a way of escape. I asked him to help my mom but he said “You
need help first.” He said “You need to repent and turn to Christ.” I knew he was right and that I needed
spiritual help from a power greater that the devil.
I repented right their and there was an immediate change. I had come into contact with a power greater
than the devil. I had joy inside me. I felt freedom. Relief. Fear was gone. It was like “is this real? Can it
happen so fats?” I began attending church with
this new friend. I began reading the Bible and god
was revealing Himself to me. Then I realized that
I needed to destroy all the Satanist books and
notes that I had taken. I decided to burn them. I
wanted to finally be free and totally committed to
the real God — the God of the Bible. I took my
satanic material to the street and burned everything. What a great feeling. Seven years of materials burned in one hour—but I was finally free!

Dines receiving his first New Testament from
pastor Misha. Not too long after this Dines
burned his satanic books (See below).

Now I have a great desire to tell others the truth
and to reveal Jesus to as many people as I can and
this is what I do. I thank God for Russian Harvest
Ministries and all they do in this country. If they
did not come to my town and start the church I
may still be in torment or worse...maybe dead and
in Hell.
Left: Dines burning his satanic books and
personal notes that he took while studying
Satanism. “This is a real deal” Dines said
“people give their lives to serve the devil
and do animal sacrifices and drink blood.
Most people would be shocked at what goes
on.”

www.russianharvestministries.org
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Prayer Requests
1. When you receive this newsletter we will be in the middle of a series of crusades in Crimea. Pray for souls-souls-souls! Also, for many to be healed and delivered from demonic control and oppression.
2. Pray for doors to open in American churches for us to present the ministry. Also for exposure through media outlets like TBN, Daystar and It’s Supernatural with Sid Roth.
3. Pray for a fresh anointing in 2009, bold and supernaturally charged with awesome signs
and wonders.
4. Pray for a successful launch on CNL of our weekly 30 minute program “New Destiny.”
That it will produce great fruit and open many doors for us around the world.
5. We have set the dates for our Fargo and Minneapolis banquets. Begin praying for the
best financial results that we have ever had.

Fargo Area “Monthly Prayer Meeting” for the Ministry
Join us as we boldly go before the Throne of Grace.
Next Date: February 7th, 2009
Location: AmericInn Hotel (Fargo) Room #100 — West of Cash Wise along Interstate 29.
Time:
6:00 PM—7:30 PM

www.russianharvestministries.org

Russian Harvest Ministries
P.O. Box 9621
Fargo, ND 58106
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