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Letter From the Founders
Dear Co-Laborer:
INCREDIBLE DOORS OF
OPPORTUNITY continue to
open for us in Crimea. What began last month as a challenge to
Crimean pastors has come full
circle. We challenged them to
come together in reconciliation,
stop infighting and repent for
letting the enemy steal their territory. Muslim’s have built 400
Mosques in ten years while
church plants have for the most
part stalled. It was a passionate
plea on our part but nevertheless
one that had to take place. Time
is too short. Souls too important.
Jesus is coming soon and time is
of the essence.
The result of the challenge
has brought tremendous fruit.
God stepped in and pastors are
rising to the occasion.
Although the challenge was
for the entire Crimea Peninsula
there was a special city included
that is dear to our heart. It is the
strategic city of Jevpatoria. Seventeen years ago we helped
launch a revival there that rocked
the city. The church grew from
150 to over 1,000 in two years.
At the time it was one of the top
three largest full gospel churches
in the entire former Soviet Union. But two years later we left
the area due to KGB pressure. In
the meantime the enemy has a
heyday causing church splits and
dislocated the church. Then there
is the Muslim advancement that

has since — for the most part —
taken over the city. When we
were there recently all the full
gospel churches were meeting in
the same building. No one else
will rent to them. But on the
other hand Muslims have free
reign. It was after this we made
the challenge.
Since then pastors have come
together to be part of a coalition
to take back what the enemy has
stolen. Faith for victory is returning. Before years end we fully
expect to hold a major outreach
in Jevpatoria that will send a
shockwave throughout the city
and beyond.
ANOTHER TUBERCULOSIS
HOSPITAL was reached for
Christ while our priluki team
was in Sevastopol and seven
people opened their hearts to
Jesus! (See page 7). We continue
to have favor and great victory
wherever we go and whatever
we do. We are in a season of favor. Yes, we still have challenges and persecution but in the
midst of breakthrough.
REVIVAL BREAKS OUT in
Krasny Mak, a small village near
Sevastopol. After years of trying
to start a church in this village
the Lead pastor in Sevastopol
was about to give up but thought
he would have us come to make
one more attempt. The results are
awesome! (See page 10 for a full
report).

110 PEOPLE MAKE DECISIONS FOR JESUS in the village of Ishun! What an amazing
response from this village. We
are happy if even one person
comes to the Lord but it is a fact
that we are after souls — as
many as possible before the return of Jesus to planet earth. We
praise the Lord for such an honor
as to be able to partner with you
to serve Him in this soul winning
adventure (See page 8 for this
story).
CRIMEAN PASTOR CREATES HIS OWN fulltime mobile evangelism team. So moved
by what he has been seeing since
we began our 2009 Crimean Initiative Pastor Sergei Smolyar has
decided to raise up his own team
for full time evangelism. Yes, we
created our first spark that we
pray will start a Holy Ghost wild
fire of evangelism. Soon it will
be two then five, ten and more
teams evangelizing throughout
the state of Crimea (See update
on page 3).
We have not even reached the
half way point but are seeing a
tremendous amount of fruit already. We knew this was a critical year for us and the potential
for impact would be great. Well,
it is! Thanks for partnering.

Radical for Jesus!
Peter & Jill

Stateside: P. O. Box 9621 Fargo, ND 58106 Tel: (218) 331-2379 russianharvest@aol.com
Ukraine: P. O. Box 1733 Chernigov, Ukraine 14037 Tel: 011-380-462-942-487 Natalia_lazuka@yahoo.com
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Short

Reports

Awesome Holy Ghost Meeting in Bismarck, ND!
Like Brooklyn in March God showed up in Bismarck. What an exciting night as over 60 people
received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Over 100 came to the altars to rededicate their lives to
one of purpose and passion in the things of God. Then of course there was the moment when
the men came to the altar to take a stand. One-by-one young women came to the microphone to
declare to the men “Be men of faith. Do not compromise. Live for Jesus. Be leaders in your
home.” It was an awesome night and many lives were changed. We captured a great deal of
video footage and are in the process of creating a DVD. We will be making this available when
completed. We are also in the process of expanding our stateside schedule to include as many
churches as possible that want revival to come to their churches. The fire that we see in
Ukraine shows up in our meetings in America. Why? Because we do not change the message.
We do not soft peddle the Gospel to make it fit into anyone's box. We preach it like it is and
God honors it and lives are changed by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Sam Quernemoen calls people forward for the baptism n the Holy
Spirit.

Seeking the Lord at the altar. God
was in the house and people responded accordingly.

Crimean Pastor Forms Own Fulltime Evangelism Team!
Pastor Sergei Smolyar recently said “I am going to form a fulltime mobile evangelism team in
my church. I have been so impressed by what you are doing in Crimea. The results are awesome. It has moved me to action.” This is what we have been believing for. Now it must be
multiplied many times over with other pastors and churches. Only as leaders rise to the occasion can we take back the territory in Crimea that the enemy has stolen. If even ten churches
form their own fulltime evangelism teams it will result in a major revival. We are now on the
verge of it happening. Stand with us in faith for many pastors to get the vision like pastor Sergei has.
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“My Experience in Ukraine”
When I first learned about the opportunity to go
to Ukraine, I was ecstatic! I was also a little apprehensive. I heard the stories, read the book,
and perused the newsletters, but this was my
chance to experience it first hand, and really see
what Russian Harvest Ministries is all about.
Preparations were made by a lot of praying, planning, and assuring my wife that I would return in
one piece.

by Taylor Rash

time to get ready to head to the Crimea, the
southernmost state in Ukraine. We found out that
this area has grown from 2 to 400 Muslim
mosques in 10 years (yes 2, not 200). That was a
staggering number to me, since that equates to
about 2800 mosques in the state of North Dakota.
So we were off. We had to fly down which
meant another drive to Kiev, and then hop on a
literal free-for-all flight to Crimea.

Something worthy of noting is that the team that
My first experience on the trip was of course, the
took us to the airport then had to drive the van of
travelling over there. This was no picnic. We
equipment to meet us. A 14 hour trek for them.
rushed from one gate to the next, sat on a plane
While in Crimea we were to travel 2 hours to
for many, many hours, experienced how other
conduct an outreach meeting the first night, travel
countries conduct security checks and boarding
2 ½ hours the next
procedures (we commorning to do a conferplain in the US but it’s
ence, drive back that
really quite efficient by
night,
perform
a
comparison), and fiChurch service the next
nally arrived in Kiev
morning, then a cruwhere we were essensade that afternoon.
tially attacked by taxi
Needless to say it was a
drivers. Fortunately we
busy few days.
had someone picking
us up for the 2 ½ hour
Although there was
drive to Chernigov.
quite a bit of travel,
Once we arrived it was
you never saw a frown
just about time for bed,
on
anyone’s
face.
Taylor praying in the background as Peter
which was good beWhen the team met up
Ministers to this woman.
cause I hadn’t slept the
with us after driving 14
whole trip over.
hours, they were all
The next morning we were up bright and early to
participate in a leadership meeting with some of
the local pastors. It was something that I never
really thought about taking place, but of course it
does. Leadership meetings are essential to the
operation of a ministry this size. As the day went
on there were more meetings, and I got to be a
guinea pig for some of the pastors to
practice their English. Now it was

smiles, and ready to reach out to the people. That
is a dedication and heart I want. God showed up
in every single meeting. People were healed, set
free, saved….. I have never seen such an abundant outpouring of the Spirit in such a short
amount of time before. There was no questioning.
There was no doubt. God was with us, and using
RHM in a mighty way. It’s amazing how you
always know when God is touching someone’s
heart. The most hardened men were brought to
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Amazed at This Ministry
tears, women full of hurt and pain laid it at the
Cross and then encouraged the men. It was an
awesome sight. I had the opportunity to speak at
the crusade that was taking place on Sunday. The
faces of the people in the village were full of stories. Stories of pain, loss, abuse, and any other
negative thing you can think of. A funny fact is
that the crusade was taking place in an old communism propaganda hall. I got up to speak and
the looks of the people were heart breaking. They
were yearning for truth and had never been given
it before. I shared a little bit, and then Natasha
and Pete spoke. Many were led to the Lord, and
their faces immediately turned from sorrow to
joy. It was something
that cannot be explained.
When the
Spirit entered their
lives, they were immediately set free of a lifetime of pain. God is
so good!

and RHM. There are many other ministries that I
have looked into, but none as efficient and true to
the gospel as Russian Harvest. That is why I have
devoted my life to the work that this ministry
does.

One thing that I believe always goes un-noticed is
all that is involved in a ministry like this. I never
realized all the legwork and preparation that goes
into this. There are so many pieces that have to fit
together just right to make it work and it definitely
happens with RHM. You can’t pretend to know
what goes into missions work, and actually running a ministry of this caliber unless you go and
see it for yourself.
So many times we
treat ministries like
cell phones for instance. We don’t
really know how
they work, we just
pay our bills every
month and expect
that the work that
We
returned
to
needs to be done for
Chernigov for a
them to work gets
week long leadership
done.
But really
conference that was
think about what it
taking place. I got to
takes to make that
see the ins and outs of
Taylor, now finished ministering the Gospel
call go through. All
the media department
prays while Natasha leads these five women
the different aspects
in a prayer of dedication.
that works on the CNL
of what happens.
broadcast and newspaYou could name the different areas for days and
per that is distributed throughout Ukraine. This is
still not list them all. That’s kind of like world
such an undertaking. Sasha Trofimenko is like a
missions. But what if we paid a little more than
bee buzzing all over the place making sure the
our bill, a little more than our obligation. Imagine
edits are correct, the timing is right, the best shots
what could be done then. All we pay now is a
are captured. So much more goes into this than I
maintenance fee. How about we pay not only the
could have ever imagined. It is quite the undermaintenance fee, but an expansion fee. Let’s extaking, and Sasha is great at what he does. This
pand the Kingdom of God and use RHM to do it.
trip ignited a passion in my life for
world missions, specifically Ukraine
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35 Muslim’s Accept Jesus in Milevo!
It was a sight to behold. Muslim’s repenting and asking Jesus to be Lord and
Savior. Even the director of the hall that
we rented came to Christ. Knowing in
advance that there would be Muslim’s
we came with New Testaments in the
Arabic language and Russian. In other
words we can full of faith expecting God
to do thee miraculous. We also had children's materials in Arabic which thee
kids loved. We were prepared for victory
and God gave us the increase!
Igor Postulga, one of our emerging leaders,
calls people to stand to make their declaration
of faith, accepting Jesus and turning from sin.

This Muslim mother brought her sick child up
front for prayer and for her baby to be dedicated to the Lord. She saw how God was active
in our midst and she just said “I believe my
child can be healed.” These people have never
seen the love of God. They are now familiar
with a personal God or a God of compassion.
They saw all this and more during our two day
crusade.

When the call to receive Jesus as Lord
came forth the response was incredible.
Besides 35 Muslims coming to Christ
they also received prayer and many were
healed. They could not deny what was
happening. Others asked for their babies
to be dedicated to Jesus. The presence of
God was there and people were responding to it. It was awesome.

A woman at our Christian literature table picks one of everything that we had. Everyone
came to receive these free
materials after the call to repentance.
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‘7’ People Come to Jesus
at Sevastopol Tuberculosis Hospital!
Most were to weak to walk to the meeting area but seven came and of these five repented and responded
to the call of the Holy Spirit! The Gospel was preached but was also evidenced as we prayed for those
with a sentence of death. Some responded with
shock and said that they could feel something
changing inside them. One woman (See photo
below) said she felt electricity. Others were
overwhelmed by an obvious love that they have
no known. After praying for these five our team
went room-to-room to share Jesus and pray for
the sick. As a result two more people repented!

Five people respond to Jesus after the Gospel
was preached. Sent to this hospital to die. Waiting for their day to come. Instead — we came —
and God transformed lives! We now wait for the
reports of verified healings!

When Valera anointed this woman
with oil and prayed the prayer of
faith she immediately responded “I
feel something like electricity going
through my body. What is it?” Then
came the smile. Hope erupted and
she was told by Valera to contend
for her healing.

Some have criticized us for exposing ourselves
to these contagious people. But we either believe God’s Word or we don’t. He said that He
would protect us. Accompany us as we proclaim His Word. This is real to us. It’s not a
game. It is not something we do to take up time
or reap a paycheck. That would be foolish. We
do what we do because God first loved us and
what He did for us we want to do for others.
Jesus is their only hope. He is your only hope
too.

Another Miracle took place in room #8. This
man’s wife just died from tuberculosis and
he was at deaths door. Valera shared the
Gospel with him and with tear filled eyes
repented of his sins. Other team members
then joined in the prayer of faith as Valera
anointed him with oil. No one is too far
gone, too full of sin, too hopeless for the
Lord to reach. This was true of this man.
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110 Make Decisions for Jesus in Ishun!
What an amazing crusade we had in Ishun as
110 people asked Jesus to forgive their sins and
to be Lord of their lives. Both nights were filled
with excitement. The atmosphere was electric.
It was like God was letting us know that something great was going to take place. It was one
of those crusades where you couldn’t wait for
the next night to come. You wanted to get to
sleep so you could get up for the next day because you know it was going to be great.

People swarm the materials table to receive
their free literature: New Testaments, new believers books and more.

Pastor Daniel who is partnering with us was so
shocked because he had never seen such results.
Pastor Volodya responded “Wow! The whole
team had such a tremendous time in Ishun. To
see so many respond to the Lord and then the
response for prayer. The line was thirty people
deep as people patiently waited to be prayed
for. Other team members were meeting one-onone with people to answer questions or taking
names of those wanting to study in the correspondence school.”
Igor Postulga was also involved in this crusade
and is one of our emerging leaders. He had this
to add “We are so blessed to be able to serve
the Lord in this capacity. There is no greater
Joy that to see people respond to thee Holy
Spirit. In this crusade the people did not want to
leave. They did not know how to articulate it but
they felt the presence of God. I am a very happy
preacher!”

People line up for prayer and God healed
many and it was shown on faces, the smiles
and with their common response “Thank you.”

Left: Deliverance was something else that took place.
Several were set free from oppression. Like the woman
in this photo who needed God to move on her behalf.
She too, was set free and left the hall that day a new
woman. A free, delivered and happy woman. When others witnessed what God did they joined the line. What
an awesome God we serve.
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30 Repent in Novoivanovka!
MOSTLY CHILDREN AND TEENS came to
the Lord in Novoivanovka. This is not surprising
though because the need among this age group is
so great. The devil has been wrecking havoc in
this village. As several girl teens told us during
fellowship time afterwards “Sex, drugs, alcohol
and smoking are all we have. We don’t like it but
there is nothing else and the pressure to do it is
great.”

Pastor Cherny, from our partnering
church in Jevpatoria, passes out children’s materials. “This is so awesome”
he told us. It was such a special time for
me to see all these children open their
hearts to the Lord Jesus. Praise God!”

Each team member was surrounded by a group of
youth and each shared their personal testimony.
“There eyes lit up as we told our stories” said
Igor Postulga. “They hung on every word like it
was fresh manna from heaven. I wish adults could
have open hearts like kids do.”
This is a village near the port city of Jevpatoria
where pastor Cherny has his church. His church
will oversee this work and help these kids and
others with hands-on ministry.

51 Accept Jesus in Berezovka!
30 CHILDREN AND 21 ADULTS ACCEPT JESUS in
Berezovka crusade! This was real breakthrough. Berezovka is another hard soil area yet God is giving us favor
and we are taking advantage of it. He opens doors and we
go through. We are s thankful for these 51 people and trust
Jesus for many more.
Now the real work begins. The follow-up, the correspondence school work, the efforts of our partnering Ukrainian
churches in the area. By God’s grace we will be able to
establish a church in the village that will bring change to
the whole area. Yes, it will take time but the results are
worth any price that we pay. Because these results are eternal.

Mother and two children accept Jesus! Mom leads kids into
a Jesus relationship and sets the
stage for her family to be rescued. “Now I have hope” she
said. “Thank you for coming to
Berezovka.”
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Revival Erupting in Krasny Mak!
What were told before we went to this village that it was tough soil. The partnering church from Sevastopol
has been trying to establish a church there for years but without results. We have to admit we could feel the
tension. The spiritual atmosphere was like iron but we persevered, stood in faith and on God’s Word. After
two days of warfare eleven people accepted the Lord and we considered that a victory. Also, ten people
signed up to study in our correspondence school and many more for our monthly newspaper.
Another breakthrough came after the first nights meeting when one man broke down in tears admitting his
desperate need of deliverance from alcohol. E have been informed that hee has been accepted into the Sevastopol churches rehab center.
However, the real breakthrough came after we left. The lead pastor in Sevastopol told us that to have 11
people repent was unheard of in Krasny Mak. These eleven people went out into thee village and told people what God had done and about the healings they saw at thee crusade and thee next week over twenty
people showed up for the home group that usually was no more than four. They could not all fit into the living room of the small house. They have had to now rent a small hall and now call it “church.” For this area
with soil of iron God is breaking up the fallow ground and people are coming to Jesus. Thank you supporters. Thank you Foursquare Foundation.
Left: Although it was a little chilly we decided to hold the
meetings outside in order to draw in passerby's. Many may
not have stayed for the whole meeting but they did hear
enough for the Holy Spirit to use to bring conviction. This
may be what God used to begin the revival in Krasny Mak.
This photo is from the second night when eight people responded to thee call of the Holy Spirit.

RHM worker takes down this persons information as they sign up to
study in our correspondence
school.

RHM missionary visits a home of an elderly
sick person to pray for healing. Word is
already spreading through the village
about the people that pray for the sick—
and they are asking us to come.
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Greeting and blessings to everyone in Russian Harvest Ministries!
It is my honor to be able to share with everyone involved in Russian Harvest
Ministries. Why? Because it was through Peter Mehl’s influence in my life I
am doing what the Lord called me to do – evangelism! I knew from the very
beginning of my Christian walk that evangelism and new church planting was
in my DNA. Peter was relentless on me in this area in 1990s. He drilled this
truth into me until I lived it and dreamed about it. Peter eventually moved the
ministry base to another part of Ukraine but I stayed in the Odessa region.
In 2003 God began to speak to me about Romania, a country just across the
Danube River. We began by praying but after several months God said to
“Go.” From then on we began to make plans to evangelize in Romania. In the
early spring of 2005 myself and a team from Church of Praise in Odessa, another church Peter has had a great impact on, entered Romania. The Lord
Zelfimyan Family
opened many doors for us to impact the least evangelized areas of the country.
We have since preached the Gospel in 35 villages and 10 towns. It still amazes me because in most villages
the Gospel has not been proclaimed. The majority of the villages we went to are populated by Gypsies and
hundreds have come to the Lord!
At the end of 2007 we visited the capital of Romania which is Bucharest. I was not sure about doing anything there because usually most ministries go to big cities and neglect villages. But after I saw the tremendous need and not once did I see anyone on the streets sharing the Gospel. Plus there are only a handful of
Full Gospel churches there and none larger than 100 people. I knew something had to be done.
We began a home group with some Russian speaking immigrants we met there, training them in evangelism
and leadership. We invested a lot of time ministering on the streets and reached many for the Lord and then
on the March 23 2009 we officially launched “New Life” church in Bucharest! The next step in Romania is
to launch a Bible Training Center for leaders and missionaries with the main focus of rising up locals for the
work of the ministry! One more thing about Romania, there is a strong need for rehab centers. As far as we
know there is no Spirit filled Christian rehab center in the entire country.
I currently live in Odessa with my wife and two children. I work with Praise Church and am involved fulltime in evangelism and church planting. I am in charge of a mobile evangelism team and every weekend we
go out to a different village and preach the Gospel. During the last year God has been turning my focus more
on trainings and equipping the body of Christ. Soon we will send out five teams to villages to plant new
churches and reach more souls for the Kingdom!
In closing I want to say how much I appreciate of Peter & Jill Mehl. Back in my early years when I was teenagers, just starting to enter in my call as an evangelist, Peter was the man God used to impart in me this
strong, never ending desire to win souls for Jesus and being radical for Him! I can see the results and fruits
of this impartation now touching many others and their destinies!
With joy and thankfulness I can say that in every fruit that our ministry brings, Peter and Russian Harvest
Ministries has played a major part. Thank you guys for all that you have done and I do believe that there is a
lot more God has prepared for us in the future!
I would like to end my letter with one of my favorite verses in New Testament : “ …… nor do I count my
life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God” Acts 20:24.
Stay blessed and full of God’s Spirit!
Karen & Olga Zelfimyan
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Prayer Requests
1. After a break persecution has returned during our crusades. Keep our teams in prayer:
Protection for team members but also boldness to preach and wisdom in how to respond
when verbally and physically attacked.
2. God has blessed us financially and we are in the black! Yet, there is still so much t do
this year and we need huge doors to open for us. Pray for many churches to invite us in.
We are now contacting about 250 and sending them our new promotional DVD. It is not
about us but about souls for the Master.
3.

Fargo Area “Monthly Prayer Meeting” for the Ministry
Join us as we boldly go before the Throne of Grace.
Next Date: Saturday June 6th 2009
Location: AmericInn Hotel (Fargo) Room #100 — West of Cash Wise along Interstate 29.
Time:
6:00 PM—7:30 PM

www.russianharvestministries.org

P.O. Box 9621
Fargo, ND 58106
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